
Annual Meeting
October 16, 2011



• Introductions
• About the Rhinebeck-Rheinbach Exchange
• Participation Requirements
• 2012-2013 Schedule
• Fees and Costs
• Open Board Seats / Adult Help
• “Hearts Across the Table” Dinner and Silent Auction
• Student Fundraising
• Passports
• Questions and Answers

Agenda



• Mark Fleischhauer, President
• Kelley Chapman, Vice President
• Michele Greig, Treasurer
• Brenda Bassett, Recording Secretary
• Nancy Slayton, Communications/Website
• Sandy Kane, Choral Director
• Marla Ulrich, Band Director
• Mary Fleischhauer, Youth Co-Chair
• Wendy Wallace, Youth Co-Chair

Introductions



• Since 1977
• Over 2000 students and 800 families have participated.
• Exchanges in 5 year cycles 
• We travel to Rheinbach the first year
• Germans travel to Rhinebeck the second year.
• Fundraising every year
• Pays for Hosting Expenses, Busing, Insurance
• Next Exchange 2012-2013

About the Rhinebeck-Rheinbach Exchange



• All participants from Rhinebeck and surrounding communities 
(including adult chaperones) must participate in the Exchange 
Chorus and / or Band. Additional participation in smaller Ensembles 

is encouraged. NYSSMA Level 4
• Mandatory weekly rehearsals for six months prior to the June 

departure date. 

• Student's families must commit to hosting a German student for two 

weeks in summer 2013.

• Students should be entering at least the 9th grade in Autumn 2012.

• Student and family must support the Exchange and actively assist in 

fund raising efforts throughout their membership.

Participation Requirements



• Now is the time to join the Exchange!

• “Sign-up Meeting” November 6, 2011

• More involvement = Better opportunity
• Rehearsals will begin January 8, 2012

• Travel to Germany departing JFK on July 6, returning on July 21.

• Germans visit for two weeks on or about July 20, 2013

• “Hearts Across the Table” Dinner and Silent Auction every February

• Participation in the HATT Dinner is expected.
• Hosting at least one German student in 2013 is expected.

2012-2013 Schedule



• Membership dues = $50.00 per family

• Travel fee ~ $200

• Airfare ~$1,200.00 to $1,500.00
• Passport Fees

Fees and Costs



Hosting

• Board and Feed your guest Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner (most days)

• Transport your guest to meeting point daily

• Pick up your guest from meeting point daily

• Family weekend

• Transport your guest to and from concerts
• Most other expenses paid by the Exchange (buses, admissions, 

etc.)

Fees and Costs



Board Positions

• Fundraising Chair

• Publicity Chair

• Membership Chair

Open Board Positions/Adult Help



Adult Help-Travel Year

• Band/Chorus Rehearsal Assistant

• Rehearsal Hall Monitor

• Cultural Education/Preparation

• Chaperones
• Legal Advisor

• Accountant/CPA

Open Board Positions/Adult Help



Adult Help-Host Year

• Itinerary Committee

• Housing Committee

• Transportation

• Legal Advisor
• Accountant/CPA

• Activity Committees

Open Board Positions/Adult Help



• The Primary Fundraising Event of the Exchange

• February 4, 2012 – The Father Brogan Center – Doors open 6 PM
• Snow Date – Sunday afternoon, February 5 (tentative)

• “All Hands on Deck”

• Setup

• Auction Setup

• Coat Check
• Check-in

• Wait Staff

• Kitchen Professionals

“Hearts Across the Table”

Dinner and Silent Auction



• Auction Tally

• Check-out
• Runners

• Hall Clean-up

• Kitchen Clean-up

“Hearts Across the Table”

Dinner and Silent Auction



• Proceeds go toward students’ airfare

• Planned and run by students and their families
• Must be approved in advance by the Board

• Students may participate in some, none, or all

• Proceeds from fundraiser will be divided among the students who 
participate

• Car Washes, Breakfasts, Dinners, Sales, concerts, etc.

Student Fundraising



• APPLY NOW!

• Information available at http://travel.state.gov

• Approximately 4-6 weeks processing time from date of application
• Minor Fee $80 plus $25 acceptance fee = $105

• Adult Fee $110 plus $25 acceptance fee = $135

• Apply in person at County Clerk, Post Office

• Bring Completed forms and photos with you

• Check acceptance days/times before you go
• AVOID $60 EXPEDITED SERVICE FEE AND A LONG DRIVE! 

APPLY NOW!

• We must have a copy of your passport by 
January 29, 2012

Passports



From travel.state.gov:

• MEDICAL INSURANCE: Don’t assume your insurance coverage 
will go with you when you travel. It is very important to find out the 
details from your insurance provider BEFORE you travel. You 
should ask your insurance company two questions: 

• Does my policy apply when I am outside of the U.S.? 
• Will it cover emergency expenses such as a trip to a foreign hospital 

or an evacuation? 

• If your policy doesn’t cover you while you travel, consider taking out 
another medical insurance policy for the duration of your trip. You 

can find more information on our medical insurance overseas page.

A Word About Medical Insurance



Questions and Answers



Signup Meeting:

November 6, 2011 7:00 PM

RHS Band Room

DEPOSIT OF $150 DUE! (Includes Dues)

Contact Information:

Mark Fleischhauer – 876-5311, kramf@aol.com

www.rhinebeckexchange.org

rhinebeckexchange@gmail.com


